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On July 8, 1980, Marc Nelson and Dale C. Jones attended a Laguna 
Tribal Council Meeting at the request of the Tribal attorney 
(request attached), to explain the ramifications of preparing an 
EIS on reclamation of the subject mine complex, should the 
Department decide to do so. 

Nelson presented a discussion of the prixpose, process, timing, 
etc., of EIS preparation, and answered questions from the Council 
members. The Council's principeil concern was that Lagxina employees 
at the mine would be layed off if Anaconda refused to continue 
with reclcunation efforts while the EIS was being prepared. 7)ie 
Council was told that the lease, 25 CFR 177, and the previous 
underground mine approvals provided the Survey with authority 
enough to require Anaconda to continue with reclamation throughout 
the EIS process, but that the more complex portions of reclamation 
would have to wait until the EIS was completed. The Cotincil was 
told that lay offs would be more likely if an EIS was not prepared 
at this time, but was ordered by the courts at a later date. 

Nelson explained that the decision on whether to prepare an EIS 
is a Federal decision, but t h a t a recommendat:ion from the Tribal 
Coisicil would be considered. 

Ihe Council of Energy Resource Tribes was represented at the 
meeting by John Blueyes, Reclamation Specialist, who strongly 
recommended that the Council pass a resolutdon in favor of EIS 
preparation. Mr. Blueyes also complimented the South Central 
Region on its recent effortis to resolve the Jackpile-Paguate 
issues. The Lagvina's attorney stated that he was leaning heavily 
towards the preparation of an EIS, but that he wished to discuss 
it privately with the Council before giving a final recommendation. 

The TribfJ. Council put off a formal recommendation until after 
they met with Anaconda on July 10 to discuss mine closure. However, 
the recommendation is es^ected to be in favor of an EIS preparation. 
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